Collective letter by Headteachers acting on behalf of all schools in the Great Aycliffe Primary Partnership
Friday 20th March 2020
Dear Parents/Carers
The Government has directed parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to
remain open for those children that ABSOLUTELY NEED TO ATTEND…every child who can be cared for at home,
MUST be. If it is at all possible that a child can be at home, then they MUST be.
Therefore, if a parent is in a key worker group but can arrange safe childcare other than school they MUST do this.
This is to ensure that we protect those workers who are in critical roles and your families from infection as much as
possible.
Please refer to the most recent government guidance as this is constantly changing.
As we have been directed, we have to keep the number of children in school to an absolute minimum (the
Government envisages this to be approximately 10%), we may need to prioritise the most critical key workers.
This will hopefully protect those workers who may well be looking after us if we become ill. These are
unprecedented times and we need to protect the children and families in school and at the same time protecting our
own staff and their families.
Whilst we will do our best to remain open, there may become a time when we have to close due to staff shortages.
If this becomes the case alternative provision would be made by the local authority.
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS ARE ON A SEPARATE LETTER ALSO SENT OUT TODAY
We fully understand that this will cause great difficulty for many of you but this is a Global emergency and we all
must make great sacrifices. We know that they vast majority of you will completely understand that this is the case
and we can rely on your co‐operation and support.

Kind regards,

Head Teachers of Great Aycliffe Primary Partnership Cluster

