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our curriculum and a number of children have enjoyed
learning basic Taekwondo skills with Miss. Ha ield.
It’s been a successful term in school. Children have For the second year running school has achieved the
con nued to make good progress in all academic sub- gold mark for sports, as recogni on of the high quality
jects and have clearly enjoyed their studies. Teaching curriculum and teaching in this aspect of school’s work.
and learning is well matched to needs and this means
children are receiving the support that will help them Our crea ve and performing arts curriculum con nues
to be successful in the long term. Throughout this to be a vital and enjoyable enhancement to school’s
term, children have had many opportuni es to learn a curriculum. It’s now in its third year and its popularity
wide range of skills and we have further reﬁned our with pupils con nues to grow. Many children have beassessment systems in order to help us pinpoint exact- come conﬁdent performers and have a clear talent and
ly what pupils need to learn. Children have con nued poten al. It is hoped that we will be awarded the Gold
to do well with their wri ng and now have more op- Arts Mark at the end of the year for our work in this
portuni es to reason and apply skills in mathema cs aspect of school.
through the introduc on of reasoning sessions in
Our main curriculum is now very successful in developmathema cs.
ing children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural develAt the start of the year we introduced a number of opment. There have been many great opportuni es
new and exci ng ini a ves to enhance children’s expe- for children to learn in and outside of school both loriences at school and these have proved to be ex- cally and further aﬁeld. There have many visits and
tremely successful. September heralded the oﬃcial visitors this term and these have enhanced children’s
launch of our Alterna ve Curriculum Pathway. The enjoyment of school. We’ve had things as diverse as
purpose of this element of school is to give children hun ng for a Gruﬀalo in Sedgeﬁeld to solving a Victoriwider experiences in sport, music, art, enquiry, the en- an crime at Beamish Museum. Another major develvironment and media studies. A signiﬁcant number of opment has been the introduc on of the “mini police”
children have accessed this addi onal provision and group. Working in collabora on with Durham Constabulary we have been able to give the children a wide
have enjoyed the opportuni es aﬀorded to them.
range of experiences and unique opportuni es. We’re
Our newly formed choir and samba band have ac- looking forward to doing more work with the police in
quired new performance skills quickly and have ﬂour- the new year.
ished under Mr. Self’s tui on and have enjoyed singing
On behalf of the school I would like to thank you for
in harmony and drumming while marching.
your con nued support and I wish you all a Merry
Sports provision has been further developed with Christmas and Happy New Year.
weekly training and prac ces taking place for our
T. Cassap
school teams and developing players. In addi on to
tradi onal Bri sh sports, we have added mar al arts to
Dear parent,

Friends of the School
A big thank you to the Friends of the School for their support with the Monsters’ Ball this year. It was great success
and the children enjoyed their day. The friends have been working relessly behind the scenes and have iden ﬁed a
number of events for the coming year, which we’re very excited about. Watch this space for further informa on. If
you would like to join the Friends of the School then contact Mrs. Robson for further details.

School reopens for the Spring term on Wednesday January 4th 2017 un l then have a lovely break.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the staﬀ.

Nursery fun

Website

Nursery children have a had great fun this term. They
have enjoyed the many opportuni es that are
planned each week. In par cular, the children enjoyed Halloween and Christmas
ac vi es, enjoying learning alongside their
parents. Santa even made an appearance!

Please visit our school website because it has many
new galleries which give an indica on what children
are learning in school. In addi on, new informa on
about the curriculum and learning will be added over
the Christmas break. The site also contains important
forms and le ers and a list of useful websites to support learning. Our Twi er account will be reacvated from January so you will be able to
keep up to date with what is happening in
school on a daily basis. www.swans.educa on

Suppor ng Chari es
Macmillan
School would like to give a big thank you to everyone
who supported our Macmillan coﬀee morning in
September. The Year 6 children, who organised the
event, ensured that the morning ran
smoothly and that everybody felt welcome
and were able to enjoy a great social occasion with their family. The event raised a fantas c £848.70 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Children in Need
In November, school par cipated in Children in Need.
The children enjoyed a wide range of ac vi es during
the day with the highlight being a dance “spot-a-thon”
led by Mrs Hume and Miss Whi ield. Across
school, children dressed up in spots and made
dona ons to Children in Need. The day was
very well supported and over £235.24 was
raised for the charity.
Christmas jumper day
For the second year running we took part in the Na onal Christmas jumper day event. It was great to see so
many diﬀerent jumpers on show! This year the £
361.19 dona on will go to the Bu erwick Hospice.

Breakfast, tea me and a er school clubs
We’re currently examining ways to improve our extended provision. We will be con nuing to provide breakfast club in its current form but are looking at ways to
enhance our clubs and a er school care. More informa on will be provided in the new year. I assure all
parents that our out of hours provision will con nue
but we’re keen to enhance it so that children receive
wonderful opportuni es between 7:45 am and 5:15 pm

Improving A endance and Lateness
School a endance has improved this term, and we
would like to thank parents for making every eﬀort to
ensure their child a ends school every day. Currently
our a endance ﬁgures are mee ng the government
target of 95%. Persistent absence is also decreasing.
We understand that some absence is unavoidable. If
your child is going to be absent then can we remind you
that it is essen al to contact the school on the ﬁrst
morning of absence before 10am, to provide us with
the reason why your child is not at school. This is so we
can authorise absences on our system.

New Year 2 building

Eco Awards

It’s been a long wait, but I’m delighted to
inform you that the new Y2 building will be
ready for use in January. The building will be
signed over to school on the 20th December
and will be ready for use from the 9th January. We can’t wait to be in! Many thanks for your paence while the building works have been taking place
because I know they’ve aﬀected your daily rou nes.

School has received a number of accolades for its environmental studies provision in the last year. During the
summer term we were awarded Level 5 by the Royal
Hor cultural society. This is the highest award a school
can receive. Our latest award, is a pres gious Eco
Award from Durham County Council, and it recognises
school’s invaluable work in promo ng recycling and
waste management.

Spor ng Success

Informa on from the oﬃce

Our sports teams have competed well this term and
we’re very proud of their eﬀorts. Their a tude,
spor ng behaviour and all round good conduct has
been a credit to the school. Well done to our netball
and football teams for some excellent performances
this season.

Dinner money for the ﬁrst week back will be £6.00,
Otherwise, dinner money is £10.00. If you intend to
change your child’s lunch please give the oﬃce a
week’s no ce. If you have changed your contact de‐
tails please let the oﬃce know as soon as possible so
that we’re able to contact you in case of emergency.

This term’s book fair raised a record £800 with £480 going to school to buy more prize books for your children.

